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SECRET DAKAR 3495 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, SG, XA 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IN AFRICA 

REF: NAIROBI 5075, STATE 134229, DAKAR 1988 

1. PRIOR TO OCTOBER 1973 CONFLICT, PRESIDENT SENGHOR 
TRIED TO MAINTAIN NEUTRAL STANCE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE 
ARABS, THOUGH HIS POSITION MIGHT BEST HAVE BEEN 
CHARACTERIZED AS BENEVOLENT NEUTRALITY WITH ARAB BIAS. 
WHEN SENEGAL, UNDER PRESSURE ARAB AND AFRICAN CONSENSUS, 
RELUCTANTLY BROKE RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL LAST OCTOBER, 
SENGHOR REPORTEDLY INDICATED TO ISRAELIS THAT THEY 
COULD MAINTAIN CONSULATE HERE. THEY CHOSE NOT TO DO SO. 

IN APRIL, PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED HIS DESIRE TO ORGANIZE 
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PRESUMABLY IN THEIR CAPACITY AS PRIVATE CITIZENS - WERE 
MEETING IN DAKAR FOR THAT PURPOSE. HE ALSO SAID RELATIONS 
BETWEEN SENEGAL AND ISRAEL CAN RESUME ONLY AFTER PEACE 
IS CONCLUDED IN MIDDLE EAST. 

2. SENGHOR LIKELY TO BE ONE OF FIRST AMONG AFRICAN 
LEADERS TO REESTABLISH RELATIONS BETWEEN HIS COUNTRY AND 
ISRAEL. HE MAY ALREADY BE CONTEMPLATING THIS STEP BUT 
AWAITING FURTHER PROGRESS IN ARAB-ISRAELI RELATIONS 
BEFORE MAKING A DEFINITE MOVE. SAUDIS AND KUWAITIS NOW 
PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT AID HERE AND THEIR VIEWS 
MAY EFFECT SENGHOR'S DECISION. IN ANY EVENT, EMBASSY 
BELIEVES WE SHOULD LEAVE INITIATIVE TO PARTIES DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED. 

AGGREY 
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